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SUBJECT: BIO INFORMATION ON YUN SUK-HEUN 
REF: PARIS 2439 

1. ROKG ANNOUNCED FEBRUARY 4 THAT VICE FONMIN YUN SUK-HEUN HAS 
BEEN APPOINTED NEW ROK AMBASSADOR TO FRANCE, REPLACING AMBASSADOR 
CHUNG IL-YUNG. YUN WILL BE REPLACED AS VICE MINISTER BY AMBASSADOR 
LHO SHIN-YONG, WHO HAD BEEN CHARGE D'AFFAIRES IN NEW DELHI. 

2. VICE MINISTER YUN HAS LONG BEEN REGARDED AS ONE OF THE MOFA 
OUTSTANDING CAREER OFFICERS. HE WAS BORN NOVEMBER 17, 1922 AND 
GRADUATED FROM SEOUL NATIONAL UNIVERSITY IN 1949. DURING THE 
KOREAN WER HE SERVED AS AN OFFICER IN THE ROK AIR FORCE. IN 1953 

HE ENTERED MOFA, WHERE HE HAS HELD A NUMBER OF IMPORTANT POLICY 
POSITIONS. HIS OVERSEAS ASSIGNMENTS HAVE INCLUDED TWO TOURS IN 
WASHINGTON, THE SECOND AS MINISTER OF THE ROK EMBASSY FROM 1963- 
1966. HE HAS ALSO BEEN POSTED TO BONN AND CAIRO, AND IN 1967 HE 
WAS NAMED ROK AMBASSADOR TO THE PHILIPPINES, A POSITION HE HELD 
UNTIL 1969, WHEN HE BECAME VICE FOREIGN MINISTER. 

3. DURING HIS LONG TENURE AS THE NUMBER TWO OFFICIAL IN MOFA, 

VICE MINISTER YUN HAS HAD A MAJOR ROLE IN SHAPING ROK FOREIGN 
POLICY TO FIT THE DEMANDS BOTH OF A CHANGING ENVIRONMENT IN ASIA 
AND AN EVOLVING RELATIONSHIP WITH THE UNITED STATES. COMPETENT, 
ARTICULATE, AND QUIETLY TENACIOUS, HE HAS COMMANDED RESPECT AS A 
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ROKG OFFICIAL WITH WHOM FOREIGNERS CAN ENGAGE IN STRAIGHTFORWARD 
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AND FRANK DISCUSSION OF ISSUES. YUN IS SOFT SPOKEN, INTELLIGENT 
AND UNASSUMING IN MANNER. HE HAS EXCELLENT WORKING RELATIONSHIP 
WITH AMERICANS. HE AND HIS WIFE SPEAK EXCELLENT ENGLISH. MRS. YUN 
IS A PARTICULARLY WARM, CHARMING PERSON. 

4. YUN HAS BEEN A RESPECTED AND VALUED COLLEAGUE. WE WOULD APPREC- 
IATE ANY COURTESIES EMBASSY PARIS MIGHT EXTEND HIM. 
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